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2010 Student Honors and Awards Ceremony
Welcome ..................................................................................Cheryl Contant, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association Teaching Award ............................presented by Jim Mahoney ’85, president
Michelle Page, associate professor of education
Thanks to the generosity of the alumni association, the campus recognizes outstanding professors and their contributions to 
undergraduate education through the University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association Teaching Award. 
Address .....................................................................Make it Right ...................Michelle Page, associate professor of education
Chancellor’s Award............................................................................................presented by Jacqueline Johnson, chancellor
Kathy Julik-Heine, Taylors Falls
Yiqing “Bobby” Cheng, Nanjing, China 
Presented annually to outstanding seniors on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to campus life, the chancellor  
of the University of Minnesota, Morris makes the Chancellor’s Award selection after consulting with various campus groups.
Curtis H. Larson Award......................................................................................presented by Jacqueline Johnson, chancellor
Bennett Smith, Donnelly
The Curtis H. Larson award is conferred upon the graduate chosen as senior class speaker. The selection is made by faculty and 
graduating seniors. The award was established in memory of the late Curtis Larson, the University of Minnesota, Morris’s  first class 
speaker in 1964, who lost his life in an accident while serving with the Peace Corps in Ecuador following his graduation.
Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education ................................. recognized by Jacqueline Johnson, chancellor
Rebecca Lindquist, Plymouth, honorable mention
The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program was established by Congress in 1986 to honor Senator 
Barry M. Goldwater, who served his country for 56 years as a soldier and statesman, including 30 years of service in the U.S. Senate.
Boren Scholarship ......................................................................................... recognized by Jacqueline Johnson, chancellor
Nate Christensen, Cottage Grove
The Boren Scholarship provides American undergraduate students with the resources and encouragement they need to acquire skills 
and experiences in areas of the world critical to the future security of our nation, in exchange for their commitment to seek work in 
the federal government. Boren Scholarships provide up to $20,000 to U.S. undergraduate students to study abroad in areas of the 
world that are critical to U.S. interests and underrepresented in study abroad, including Africa, Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, 
Eurasia, Latin America, and the Middle East. Boren Scholarships are funded by the National Security Education Program (NSEP), 
which focuses on geographic areas, languages, and fields of study.
Allen W. Edson Award............................................................presented by Sandra Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Adam Olson, White Bear Lake
Presented annually in recognition of contribution to campus life, the Allen W. Edson Award recipient is chosen by the executive 
board of the Morris Campus Student Association, student members of the Campus Assembly, and the faculty. The award honors 
Allen Edson, superintendent of the University of Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment Station on the 
Morris campus from 1947 to 1958. He joined the WCSA staff in 1921.
Mary Martelle Memorial Award.................................................presented by Sandra Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Donovan Hanson, Ada, student recipient
Laura Thielke, executive accounts specialist, Office of External Relations and Fund Development, staff recipient
Presented annually to a student and to a staff member deemed to have made outstanding contributions to the quality of Morris 
campus life, the Mary Martelle Memorial Award perpetuates the memory of Mary Martelle, senior secretary in the Office of Student 
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Athletic Awards ................................................................................. presented by Mark V. Fohl, director, Athletics Program
Arnold Henjum Scholar-Athlete ........................................................................................ Patrick O’Connor, Ham Lake
Presented to a senior male athlete on the basis of academic and athletic excellence and integrity, the award honors Arnold Henjum, 
professor of education from September 1964 to June 1992, who made innumerable contributions to Minnesota public education. 
Willis Kelly Award ..............................................................................................................Megan Croatt, Bellingham
Presented to a senior woman athlete who exemplifies the spirit of competition at Morris in women’s athletics, the award is in memory 
of Willis Kelly, physical education coach and athletic director at Morris for more than 20 years. She was the first director of women’s 
athletics in 1975 and served as director of men’s and women’s athletics from 1982 until her retirement in 1987. 
Women’s Honor Athlete Award ...........................................................................................Madelyn Gerber, Mahtomedi
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Honor Athlete Awards have a 
grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Men’s Honor Athlete Award .......................................................................................................... Joe Weber, Roseville
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Honor Athlete Awards have a 
grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Musical Selection ......................................................... Ein Traum ..............................................................Edvard Grieg
Samantha Chevalier, accompanied by Charis Bjorklund
Humanities Awards ...........................................................  presented by Jenny Nellis, former chair, Division of the Humanities
Art History Book Award ....................................................................................................... Rachel Thole, Lino Lakes
Awarded to a graduating art history major, this award recognizes academic excellence and potential for further achievement  
in the arts.
Natalie Benoit Memorial Award .............................................................................................Yang Mee Moua, St. Paul
Presented to a junior or senior who demonstrates ability and shows promise as a serious art student. Given by George and Joan 
Benoit, former Morris residents, in memory of their daughter who was an art major studying at Penn State when an accident took 
her life.
Dik Munson Art Award...................................................................................................... Joshua Smith, Apple Valley
Presented to outstanding first- and second-year studio art students demonstrating creative potential in future discipline  
course work. This award is intended for purchase of materials and supplies for the recipient’s artwork and experimentation  
with new media. 
Lois P. Hodgell Printmaking Award .........................................................................................Chelsea Bell, Northfield
This award honors the late Lois P. Hodgell, UMM professor of art from 1962 until her retirement in 1993. The recipient must 
show outstanding achievement in printmaking. Presented annually to a student who demonstrates creative potential in the field  
and technical understanding of a variety of print processes.
Alumni Award for Outstanding English Major ....................................................................................Kate Novotny, Woodbury
  Jenna Reiser, Bismarck, North Dakota
This award is presented to graduating English majors whose performance in English classes has been consistently superior and who 
have made positive contributions to the discipline or major in and beyond the classroom.
Raymond J. Lammers Award in the Language Arts ................................................... Elizabeth Karges, theatre, Minneapolis
  Jenna Reiser, theatre, English, Bismarck, North Dakota
Established in memory of Raymond J. Lammers, professor emeritus of theatre, this award is presented to seniors majoring in and 
demonstrating an outstanding undergraduate career in one of the following disciplines: theatre, English, foreign language,  
or communication,media, and rhetoric. Professor Lammers was one of the first Morris faculty members and figured prominently  
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Social Science Awards .............................................................................................. presented by Pareena Lawrence, chair, 
  Division of the Social Sciences 
Mimi Frenier Award in Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies  ................................ Matthew A. Johnson, Brighton, England
This award was established by colleagues, students, alumni, friends, and the University of Minnesota, Morris Commission on 
Women in recognition of Professor Emeritus of History Mariam Frenier’s dedication to Morris and in appreciation for her 
contributions to the development of the gender, women, and sexuality studies major. It is annually granted to a junior or senior 
gender, women, and equality studies major in recognition of high academic achievement, and social, political, and civic activism. 
Ted Underwood Award in History ................................................................................................ Matt Nelson, Chaska
Presented to a graduating senior with a major or minor in history or a history concentration in the social science major who has 
demonstrated distinguished academic performance in history, the award is named for Dr. Ted L. Underwood, who served the 
University of Minnesota, Morris as an outstanding scholar, teacher, and administrator from 1967 until his retirement in 1999.
Chris Berg Memorial Award ............................................................................................ Michael Zajicek, Minneapolis
Presented annually to an outstanding senior economics major demonstrating academic excellence in that field, this award is 
presented by the University of Minnesota, Morris economics/management faculty in memory of their late colleague, Chris Berg.
Gieske Academic Award ................................................................................................... Adam Olson, White Bear Lake
  Sabauon Nasseri, Hengelo, Netherlands 
Offered annually to outstanding political science majors in their senior year, this award is given to students who have an exceptional 
record of accomplishment at the University of Minnesota, Morris as well as strong prospects for success after graduation. The award 
is in memory of Millard Gieske who was a professor in the political science department for more than 15 years. He served as acting 
chair of the Division of the Social Sciences, was a respected leader in many professional organizations, and the author of many 
political works.
Dimitra Giannuli Memorial Award ................................................................................................ Tom Vail, Hancock
This annual award is presented based on the excellence of a paper written for any of the history courses offered at the University of 
Minnesota, Morris. The award was established by colleagues, friends, family, and alumni in memory of Dimitra Giannuli, associate 
professor of history. 
Schneider National Award ............................................................................................. Matthew Bombyk, Minneapolis
Presented to an economics or  management student who has demonstrated outstanding research abilities and maintained academic 
excellence, the award is funded by Schneider National, Incorporated.
Sociology/Anthropology Book Award .................................................................... Matthew A. Johnson, Brighton, England
  Prash Naidu, Singapore
Awarded to an outstanding sociology and/or anthropology student, this honor recognizes academic excellence and active 
engagement in the fields of sociology and anthropology. 
UMM Management/Economics Alumni Award .................................................................. Kristin Starner, Brooklyn Park
This award is presented to a graduating discipline senior who has achieved academic excellence and has provided service to the 
discipline and the Morris campus. It is funded through collective alumni gifts to the management/economics discipline.
Announcements and Closing Remarks .............................................Cheryl Contant, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
With appreciation, we acknowledge the contribution of American Sign Language interpreters  
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Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program
The UROP program affords students an opportunity to perform independent research with University of Minnesota, Morris faculty members. 
Students gain research skills, similar to those needed for graduate and post-graduate studies; faculty receive valuable assistance in their own 
research interests. Students who participated in the program are listed first, followed by the faculty they assisted.
Morris Student Administrative Fellows
This program offers students of high ability and motivation the opportunity to play an important role in the daily management of campus 
programs and offices. Students worked with the individuals listed following their name.
Morris Academic Partner Program
In recognition of the value of academic employment to the intellectual development of students and for the opportunity to assist faculty 
members in their work, this program awards yearlong stipends to academically talented third-year students. These students will undertake 
assignments which will enhance their intellectual competence and increase their interest in graduate or professional study. Students were 
paired with the following faculty/staff members:
Multi-Ethnic Mentorship Program
Participants in the mentorship program are paired one-on-one with a faculty mentor based on similarities between the mentor’s data 
profile and the scholar’s intended academic major, career, or personal interests with the ultimate goal of fostering maximum achievement 
of personal, academic, and professional potential for the scholar. Students and their faculty/staff mentors are as follows:
Attina Earl/Tisha Turk
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Rebecca Joy Lindquist/Joseph Alia
Tricia Steffen/Jon E. Anderson
Kimberly Rocha/Jon E. Anderson
Logan Luce/Tracey M. Anderson
Rémi Patriat/Sarah Buchanan
Chris Thorne/Stephen V. Burks
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Michael P. McBride/Michael Lackey
Stephen Adams/Kristin Lamberty
Deborah Covart/Jess Larson
Katherine M. Wutchiett/Pareena Lawrence
Isaac Sjoblom/Elena Machkasova
Kelley F. Swanlund/Stephen Martin
Jeffrey Lind/Gordon McIntosh
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Talia Earle ’10, Mankato, art history, received an Undergraduate 
Research Opportunities Program grant in 2009 to investigate 
the representation of women smoking in 19th century popular 
magazine imagery, requiring independent initiative and 
comprehensive research of visual sources. Earle’s interest in the 
representation of women has also resulted in two directed studies, 
one on portraits of Queen Marie Antoinette and another on 
images relating to the women’s suffrage movement in the United 
States. In both cases, Earle presented her graduate-level research at 
the Undergraduate Research Symposium. Earle has received highly 
competitive internships at two of the most prestigious national 
institutions for art historical research—the Library of Congress and 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum. At both institutions, she 
researched prints in their collections and assisted with exhibitions. 
Those experiences have in turn inspired additional independent 
research on her part, including a current project in which she is 
formulating an exhibition proposal focusing on prints created by 
artists sponsored by the Works Project Administration during the 
Great Depression. 
Katherine Froiland ’10, Eden Prairie, computer science, 
conducted research on human factors in computing systems over 
the past two years. Last year, Froiland was 1 of only 50 students 
nationwide, out of 465 applicants, to participate in the Computing 
Research Association’s Distributed Research Experience for 
Undergraduates program that pairs students with researchers 
around the country for a summer research project. She conducted 
research with Professor Heather Richter Lipford at the University 
of North Carolina, Charlotte (UNCC). This work is presented in 
“Visual vs. Compact: A Comparison of Privacy Policy Interfaces,” 
that Froiland co-authored with Lipford, Robert W. Reeder of 
Microsoft, and UNCC graduate students Jason Watson and 
Michael Whitney. The paper was accepted for inclusion in the 
proceedings of the 2010 SIGCHI conference on human factors 
in computing systems, a premiere international conference 
sponsored by ACM, the world’s largest educational and scientific 
computing society. Froiland also presented a poster describing this 
work at the 2009 Grace Hopper Conference. At Morris, Froiland 
worked with Kristin Lamberty, assistant professor of computer 
science, with support from the Multi-Ethnic Mentorship Program, 
to design and conduct a study to find out how large displays might 
support collaborative learning. She helped collect and analyze 
data from fieldwork, and coauthored “Encouraging Awareness of 
Peers’ Learning Activities Using Large Displays in the Periphery” 
with Lamberty, Jason Biatek ’10, and Stephen Adams ’12, which 
was accepted for inclusion in the 2010 Extended Abstracts of the 
SIGCHI conference on human factors in computing systems. 
Froiland also presented the results of this work at the 2009 
Undergraduate Research Symposium. 
Maddy Gerber ’10, Mahtomedi, biology, worked with Timna 
Wyckoff, associate professor of biology, during the 2009–10 
academic year through funding received from the University of 
Minnesota Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program. 
Gerber has been working on an on-going project in the Wyckoff 
lab involving surveillance of antibiotic resistance in Staphylococcus 
bacteria, as the University of Minnesota West Central Research 
and Outreach Center transitions half of its dairy herd to organic 
management. She co-presented with Jackie Hanson ’12 a poster, 
“Surveillance of antibiotic susceptibility of Staphylococcus in 
milk samples from a dairy herd while transitioning to organic 
management,” at the North Central Branch of the American 
Society of Microbiology Annual Meeting in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, 
in October 2009. Gerber plans to begin a microbiology doctorate 
program in fall 2010.
Allison Haas ’10, Hartland, Wisconsin, English, distinguished 
herself as an outstanding student in her major and as a member 
of the Honors Program. She is poised to continue her success as 
she begins graduate school later this year. Haas’s work has been 
driven by a sensitive attention to the intersection of politics and 
identity. At the Minnesota Collegiate Honors Symposium in 
April 2010, she presented original work on literature and culture 
amid the political troubles of Northern Ireland. Her work on 
representations of vanishing American Indian culture, presented 
at the Undergraduate Research Symposium, is equally impressive. 
She has been encouraged to present it at the 2011 Native American 
Literature Symposium.
Jackie Hanson ’12, Moorhead, biology, worked with Timna 
Wyckoff, associate professor of biology, during summer 2009 
through funding she received from the National Science 
Foundation Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
Talent Expansion Program grant awarded to Jim Cotter, professor 
of geology. She was granted funding through the Multi-Ethnic 
Mentorship Program to continue this work during the 2009–10 
academic year. Hanson has been working on an on-going project 
in the Wyckoff lab involving surveillance of antibiotic resistance 
in Staphylococcus bacteria as the University of Minnesota West 
Central Research and Outreach Center transitions half of its 
dairy herd to organic management. She co-presented with Maddy 
Gerber ’10 a poster, “Surveillance of antibiotic susceptibility 
of Staphylococcus in milk samples from a dairy herd while 
transitioning to organic management,” at the North Central 
Branch of the American Society of Microbiology Annual Meeting 
in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, in October 2009.
Alicia Johnson ’10, Eagan, biology, worked in the laboratory of 
Van Gooch, professor of biology, during summer 2009 on “The 
Role of VIVID in Circadian Light Responses in Neurospora” 
through the Morris Academic Partners program. She continued to 
work in Gooch’s lab as an volunteer during the 2009–10 academic 
year and presented “Novel responses in the bioluminescent 
circadian rhythms of Neurospora crassa in the presence of constant 
dim light” with Jonna Maas ’10 at the 2010 Undergraduate 
Research Symposium for the poster session. Gooch presented 
a poster, “Bioluminescent Neurospora circadian behavior 
under different lighting conditions” at the Neurospora Fungal 
Genetic Conference at Asilomar, California, in March 2010, of 
which Johnson is a coauthor.  The research involving work from 
the Asilomar presentation will be submitted for publication. 
Johnson has been involved in running the experiments, data 
analysis, literature studies, lab meetings, and collaborations with 
Neurospora researchers at Dartmouth College. Johnson plans a 
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Adam Olson ’10, White Bear Lake, political science, is first author 
on “The Case of the Serial Speaker: One-Minute Speeches in the 
104th–110th Congresses” to be presented at the Midwest Political 
Science Association meeting in Chicago. The paper investigates the 
role of partisan one-minute speeches within re-election strategy. 
He is part of a panel that includes faculty scholars from Stanford 
University and the University of Michigan, among others. It is 
especially difficult for anyone not at a research I institution to 
get on a panel in Olson’s field, legislative politics. The Midwest 
Political Science Association is the second largest meeting for 
political scientists in North America and the pre-eminent one 
for scholars of American politics. The results of Olson’s research 
were also accepted at the Western Political Science Association 
meeting, but he has opted for the Midwest. Olson’s work is part of 
an emerging movement in legislative studies to bring the study of 
partisanship beyond roll call votes to other elements of legislative 
process such as nonlegislative floor speech. The graduate faculty 
in the field at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, who 
cosponsored his Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program 
project with Paula O’Loughlin, professor of political science, 
agree that Olson’s work is already at least at graduate level. Further 
testament to Adam’s scholarly credentials lies in the fact that he 
is the first Morris political science student accepted in the last 
thirteen years to do doctorate work in the highly crowded field of 
American institutions. Olson also previously presented research at 
the Undergraduate Research Symposium and at last year’s Midwest 
Political Science Association meeting.
Remi Patriat ’10, Begles, France, physics and film studies area 
of concentration, with Gordon McIntosh, professor of physics, 
conducted radio astronomical research through the support of a 
National Science Foundation sponsored grant during spring and 
summer 2009. He worked on SiO maser spectra of R Cassiopeia, a 
long period variable star. He reduced the data and analyzed spectral 
feature lifetimes by fitting two-dimensional Gaussian function to 
the velocity and time dimensions. He then extracted individual 
feature lifetimes. Aspects of the ending time of the maser features 
were then interpreted with respect to current theories of the 
disruption of the circumstellar environment by shocks propagating 
outward from the stellar surface. In the results, he found general 
support for the proposed theory. In summer 2010, McIntosh will 
submit a paper to an astronomical journal for which Patriat did 
most of the data analysis and will be the second author. Patriat 
presented his work in January 2010 at the Washington, D.C., 
meeting of the American Astronomical Society. It is anticipated 
that he will report this work at the Minnesota Area Association of 
Physics Teachers meeting in April 2010. Patriat is also producing 
an independent project, a publicity film for the French discipline, 
for which he wrote a script, filmed interviews, researched, and 
implemented animation techniques, and edited images and sound. 
Sean Pile ’11, St. Michaels, philosophy, has written two papers, 
not as part of the courses he has taken, but out of personal interest 
for the topics. He presented “Human Intuition on God and 
Evil” at the Minnesota Undergraduate Philosophical Association 
at Macalester College, St. Paul, in April 2009. He presented 
“Determinism and Its Implications for Morality” at the Second 
Annual Red River Undergraduate Philosophy Conference at North 
Dakota State University in November 2009. Pile’s presentations 
were well received and generated lively discussion. Next year, Pile 
will serve as teaching assistant for Introduction to Philosophy 
taught by Mark Collier, assistant professor of philosophy. He will 
help Collier redesign a component of the course on the “meaning 
of life.” In particular, he will help determine which readings would 
work best in this introductory course. 
Jenna Reiser ’10, Bismarck, North Dakota, theatre arts, English, 
multicultural studies, distinguished herself throughout her Morris 
career in a variety of theatrical productions, both on campus and 
in the greater community. At UMM, her acting credits include 
Emily in Our Town in 2008, Beth in A Lie of the Mind in 2007, and 
Smerildina in Servant of Two Masters in 2007, for which she received 
an American College Theatre Festival Irene Ryan nomination. 
She has particularly distinguished herself as a director. At UMM, 
she was assistant director for Of Mice and Men in 2009 and last fall 
directed Jean Anouilh’s Antigone, the first time an undergraduate 
was chosen to direct a fall main stage production. Off campus, she 
directed The Snow Queen and The Goblin in 2009 for the Morris Area 
High School and a musical version of Tom Sawyer for the Prairie 
Wind Players in 2008. Reiser, a recipient of both John Q. Imholte 
and Alice Mills McCree scholarships, is currently researching and 
writing In Search of a Native Voice, a one-woman performance piece 
based on interviews with American Indian women, which she plans 
to produce regionally this spring. 
Steven Rice ’10, Forestville, Wisconsin, political science and art 
history, conducted original research on the politics and history of 
Native American land law during a Morris Academic Partnership 
(MAP) in 2008–09 with Sheri Breen, assistant professor of political 
science. In a directed study with Breen during fall 2009, Rice 
developed a related research project on tribal land law since the 
19th century, identifying and assembling a new portfolio of research 
materials and engaging in wholly original analysis. Together, they 
worked on three cases of tribal land reclamations, and Breen 
presented her paper on this topic at the 2009 Western Political 
Science Association (WPSA) conference. Rice presented his research 
on “The Ever-Changing Line: History, Society, and Politics in 
Native American Land Law” at the WPSA Annual Meeting on April 
1, 2010, in San Francisco, California. Rice submitted his proposal 
through a competitive selection process for the Teaching, Research, 
and Professional Development Section of the WPSA annual 
conference. His research project was accepted for presentation 
as part of the Undergraduate Student Poster Session. The WPSA 
annual meeting is a national level conference, one of the leading 
United States and Canadian conferences in political theory. 
Tyler Sable ’10, Mendota, Illinois, mathematics, is an outstanding 
student and a professional programmer. He combined his 
mathematics and computer skills in a project under the supervision 
of David Roberts, professor of mathematics, funded by the 
Morris Academic Partners program. The core of this project is a 
new software program called Monodromy that allows researchers 
and students alike to understand roots of polynomials in a more 
visual and dynamic way. Sable presented his program in April 
2009 at the Pi Mu Epsilon conference at St. John’s University in 
Collegeville. Sable and Roberts will be submitting a paper based on 
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Please join the University of Minnesota, Morris throughout 2010 in celebrating  
UMM’s first 50 years and in looking forward to a long and rich future for the campus.
